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STEVAN PEARCE

Second District, New Mexico

July 15, 2016

Dan Ashe

Director, United States Fish and Wildlife Service
Main Interior

1849 C Street, NW, Room 3331

Washington, DC 20240-0001

Director Ashe,

As you are aware, the Office of the Inspector General (IG) for the US Department of the Interior
issued a report on July 11, 2016 concerning mismanagement allegations of the Fish and Wildlife
Service’s (FWS) Mexican Gray Wolf Recovery Program (MGWRP).

The IG’s report documents acts of falsification, lying, manipulation, and mismanagement of the
MGWRP. To date, the FWS has not taken all of the appropriate actions in response to these
findings, which puts the program in legal jeopardy. The public is due a full and detailed
accounting by the FWS. As Director, I expect that you recognize that it is in the best interest of
the FWS, the MGWRP, and the American public to respond expeditiously, while providing
complete transparency.

I submit the following questions for your response:

1. Please provide the following information specific to wolf M1113:
a. Copies of all emails.
b. Copies of all nuisance reports.
c. Copies of all staff and volunteer logs and journals.

2. Was the current Interagency Field Team (IFT) Coordinator aware of the former IFT
Coordinator’s omissions in documenting nuisance reports at the time that the omissions
were occurring? (p. 3-4)

a. If so, please provide documentation that such omissions were reported or that the
former IFT Coordinator was counseled.

3. The IG’s report confirms allegations that the former IFT Coordinator acted
inappropriately (p. 1).

a. Was the former IFT Coordinator’s supervisor or FWS management notified of the
misconduct prior to the investigation of the IG’s office?
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10.

11.

12.

i. If so, was this reported to the Office of the Region 2 Director, Office of
the FWS Director, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Fish, Wildlife and
Parks or the Department’s Inspector General?
1. If so, what dates and by whom?
a. Please provide copies of notifications.
i. If none exist, please justify.
Please provide copies of all disciplinary actions or documentation of counseling sessions
involving MGWRP team members, including volunteers, for instances specific to their
work directly or indirectly related to the MGWRP, the Mexican Gray Wolf 10(j) rule
process, applicable laws, or regulations.
Please provide a copy of the disciplinary report and/or any response(s) taken by the FWS
specific to the November 2006 falsifying of a bite incidence documented in the IG’s
report (p. 15).
The current IFT coordinator claims that “every week, IFT notifies ranches if they are near
current wolf locations,” (p. 8). However, the current IFT coordinator also states that “the
IFT...did not have enough personnel to provide broad-scale notifications of wolves near
residences and that the wolves would have moved out of the area by the time such a
notification was complete,” (p. 7).
a. How does the IFT maintain a consistent public outreach if they claim to be
understaffed?
Can you please explain why communication with the New Mexico counties is still
deficient, including the fact that “a segment of the public still might not know how to
contact IFT”? (p. 9)
As referenced in the IG’s report (p.13), why are ranchers not being completely
compensated for the animals they have lost by wolves?
According to the IG’s report (p. 16), the FWS provided “a list of changes” made by
MGWRP since the complaint was filed in 2013.
a. Can you please provide a copy of this list of changes and any additional
management changes that have been made to date?
Please provide documentation supporting the statement in the IG’s report (p.17)
attributed to the MGWRP coordinator: “The reorganization...resulted in improvements to
the MGWRP, included shorter response times to nuisances, better interactions with
livestock owners, improved documentation of nuisances and depredations, and improved
communication and working relationships with owners and partner agencies.”
Why does the current IFT Coordinator assume his role in Albuquerque, NM, and not in
the proximity of where the MGWRP takes place? (p. 17)
a. By percentage of the work day, please provide how much of the IFT coordinator’s
time was spent in Catron and Grant Counties over the last 6 months.
b. Please provide a log with listings by destination of all of the IFT coordinator’s
official travel outside of Albuquerque for the period January 2014 thru June 2016.
i. Please include travel that required use of a personal vehicle, car rental,
aircraft charter or use of a government fleet vehicle.
Does the FWS have an employee performance review process?
a. Ifso, is it implemented within MGWRP?
b. Does it include volunteers?



c. Has any FWS employee or volunteer received awards (monetary or
commendation) in 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014 or 2015 connected to their work on the
MGWRP?

I request that you please provide all the information requested in this letter before August 15,
2016. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact my Chief of Staff, Mr. Todd
Willens at (202) 225-2365.

Sincerely,

teve Pearce
Member of Congress



